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NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAIL-

ROAD NETWORK TO FREEDOM 
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1239, the National Un-
derground Railroad Network to Freedom Re-
authorization Act of 2007. 

Established in 1998, the Network to Free-
dom encompasses over 250 programs, sites, 
and partners in over 27 states and the District 
of Columbia, and is the only national program 
dedicated to the preservation, interpretation, 
and dissemination of Underground Railroad 
history. 

Recent National Park Service financial pro-
jections, however, show the Network to Free-
dom budget reducing by 72 percent by the 
year 2011. Without continued and adequate 
funding, efforts to disseminate this critical his-
tory and build on the program’s successes will 
be greatly diminished. H.R. 1239 will reauthor-
ize the National Underground Railroad Net-
work to Freedom Act by increasing funding to 
cover needed operations costs for the National 
Parks Service to carry out the provisions of 
the program, and by increasing the availability 
of grant funding to support Underground Rail-
road preservation and interpretative projects 
throughout the United States. 

With nine Network to Freedom sites 
throughout Delaware and reports that more 
passengers came through Wilmington on the 
Underground Railroad than any other place, 
this program has a real local significance. Un-
derground Railroad stations were operated by 
a few very effective people throughout Dela-
ware in Blackbird, Camden, Middletown, New 
Castle, Hockessin and Wilmington. Thomas 
Garrett, for example, is known as Delaware’s 
greatest station master. Spending the greater 
part of his lifetime working in the Underground 
Railroad, Thomas Garrett is credited with help-
ing 2,700 slaves reach freedom. 

By playing a critical role in helping local 
communities to effectively share the stories of 
the men and women who resisted slavery 
through escape and flight in the Underground 
Railroad, this program highlights the rich his-
tory of Delaware and many other states and is 
an asset to our National Parks System. I be-
lieve strongly in promoting programs and part-
nerships to commemorate this time in history 
and educating the public about the historical 
significance of the Underground Railroad. 

I encourage my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join me in supporting passage of 
H.R. 1239. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 24, 2007 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 687, I was on a leave of absence. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 688, I was on a leave of ab-
sence. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 689, I was on a leave of ab-
sence. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 690, I was on a leave of ab-
sence. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2007 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
on Monday, July 23, 2007, I was absent from 
the House to attend the State of Northern 
Kentucky address. 

Had I been present I would have voted: 
On Rollcall No. 687—‘‘yes’’—H.R. 404, Fed-

eral Customer Service Enhancement Act. 
On Rollcall No. 688—‘‘yes’’—H. Res. 553, 

Mourning the passing of former First Lady 
Lady Bird Johnson, and celebrating her life 
and contributions to the people of the United 
States. 

On Rollcall No. 689—‘‘yes’’—H. Res. 519— 
Honoring the life and accomplishments of re-
nowned artist Tom Lea on the 100th anniver-
sary of his birth. 

On Rollcall No. 690—‘‘no’’—Previous Ques-
tion on H. Res. 558 (Rule for H.R. 3074). 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
FORMER FIRST LADY, LADY 
BIRD JOHNSON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to one of America’s truly great First Ladies, 
Lady Bird Johnson, who taught all of us to ap-
preciate the everyday beauty in nature . . . 
and who made it her life’s work to spread that 
beauty to all comers of our Nation. 

Lady Bird Johnson was very much the es-
sence of a lady, so much so that it was lit-
erally her name. She brought grace and light 
to the State of Texas and to Washington, DC. 
She was a partner to President Lyndon John-
son in their home on the campaign trail, and 
in the White House. 

She softened the sometimes harsh edges of 
President Johnson, who came to office in the 
midst of great turmoil in our Nation. It was the 
age of escalation in Vietnam, deep fears about 
the Soviet aggression around the world, great 
angst over civil rights in this Nation, and both 
peaceful and violent demonstrations around 
the Nation. 

In the midst of that agonizing dynamic, Lady 
Bird made things around her prettier. . . and 
she brought light and beauty to Washington, 
DC, to politics, and to our Nation. 

Recently, she was so proud that the Depart-
ment of Education now bears the name of her 
beloved LBJ to illustrate their mutual dedica-
tion to education. 

She was our Nation’s first environmentalist, 
understanding that the aesthetic look of our 
Nation mean much to our citizens—and the 
survival of the human race would depend on 
our care for this planet. 

Today, global warming has moved the envi-
ronmental cause to a higher priority for gov-
ernments and activists, but the matriarch of 
the movement was no less than President 
Johnson’s and the Nation’s First Lady, Lady 
Bird Johnson. She loved nature and under-
stood the relationship of Mother Earth to the 
long term health of humanity. 

Mr. Speaker, Lady Bird Johnson very much 
appreciated that you lead this House of Con-
gress and occupy the seat that is third in line 
for the presidency. She deeply understood the 
importance of this government reflecting all 
our people. 

Her legacy will live on in their beautiful fam-
ily . . . in the flowers and beauty of the many 
parks that were inspired by her all over the 
Nation . . . and in the environmental move-
ment that inspires us all to be better stewards 
of Mother Earth. 
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HONORING SCOTT C. STEVENS 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2007 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the commitment and 
patriotism of Mr. Scott Craig Stevens of Lark-
spur, Colorado, who will become an officer in 
the United States Marine Corps following his 
graduation from Officer Candidate School in 
August. 

Since 1891, officer training at Quantico, Vir-
ginia has successfully developed and molded 
America’s young men and women into individ-
uals of character; providing them with the 
physical, mental, and leadership qualities nec-
essary to uphold and defend the virtue of lib-
erty here in America and around the world. 
After thorough preparation, Mr. Stevens is now 
qualified and ready to command his fellow 
brothers and sisters at arms. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Mr. Stevens who has committed himself to our 
freedom. I urge you and my fellow colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Mr. Stevens and 
wishing him the best in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING AMY ZIGLER 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Amy Zigler, of Santa Rosa, CA, 
who exemplifies the dedication of many teach-
ers in our Nation, teachers who put in count-
less hours to secure the best educational op-
portunities for their students. 

Amy Zigler led the effort at Windsor High 
School to obtain a competitive grant—one of 
only 130 awarded nationwide—to utilize tech-
nology in mathematics classrooms. With a 
team of five teachers, Amy helped secure 
$35,000 from Hewlett-Packard to train teach-
ers in integration of new technology and to 
purchase equipment that will enable them to 
record class lessons and create Power Points 
for students’ home use. Students will also be 
able to review lessons in detail on-line, which 
will be particularly helpful to those who have 
missed class. 
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